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calls for candid admission of the shortcomings of a social culture
which is not training a personnel competent to give constructive
leadership in a democratic society. The present task of rationalism
is to take the initiative in exposing the defects of our existing
educational system and in providing proper remedies.

Totalitarianism of the German type is in part a response to the
hopeless monotony of life in the beehive city ojf modern indus-
trialism. To that extent reason can offer but one antidote to its
allurements. Our task should be to awaken a lively sense of the
social possibilities of the new powers which science confers.
The real obstacles to freedom of thought to-day are obstacles
to the co-ordinated realistic study of social institutions from this
standpoint. In Britain those obstacles come chiefly from the
humanistic teaching of the universities, where Platonism remains
more firmly rooted, because no longer the handmaid of theology.
Secular Platonism has a seductive serenity which permits its
votaries to believe they are rational when they are merely
suspending violent effort. The pleasant aspect which this confers
leads persons of all persuasions to seek them as allies in circum-
stances when quality is less important than quantity.

It is enough that those who attack are united by the common
aim of crushing the enemy. Such is the common denominator
of rationalism when an established Church has forfeited its capa-
city to make converts without relinquishing its intention to con-
trol education. Allies in defence must be united by the more
substantial ties of common loyalty to the institution they are
defending. Hence the plea for a united intellectual front to protect
liberal culture against the onslaught of a world movement with
the fanatical vitality of sixth-century Islam derives no justification
from the successful alliance of evolutionists and Oxford Liberals
in the struggle against ecclesiastical control of the English univer-
sities. A defensive alliance against Fascism can too easily become
an undertaking to whitewash the patent defects of a social culture
which has ceased to inspire reverence. It becomes a Conservative
rally to retain the culture of a privileged class with the defects
inherent in a culture based on social privilege. It thus surrenders